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Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission Wraps Up After Nearly Six
Years of Work

(Columbus, Ohio) The Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission closes its doors today
after nearly six years of work. The OCMC was created in 2011 by the Ohio General Assembly in
House Bill 188 of the 129th General Assembly. It was modeled after the Ohio Constitutional
Revision Commission which completed its work in the 1970’s. Originally scheduled to conclude
in 2021, the recently passed budget bill moved up that date to today.

Our constitution is what binds us as a people when, in so many other ways, we are of such
different backgrounds and views that, otherwise, our democracy would never work,” said Shari L.
O’Neill, interim Executive Director of the Commission. “The shared task of reviewing our
constitution brought together many different parties and interests reflecting the state of Ohio.”

Of her time on the Commission, Ms. O’Neill, who also served as Counsel to the Commission,
remarked, “I think we can all agree this has been an interesting journey. This job has been a
civics lesson on steroids and | have loved every minute of that learning process. | have felt a
sense of pride in what we were all working together to try to accomplish.”

The final meeting of the Commission took place on June 8, 2017. Today, the Commission
released its final reports on its website: www.ocmc.ohio.gov. The Commission benefited greatly
from the carefully documented work of prior commissions and constitutional conventions. “It is
hoped that our reports will provide an easy reference for anyone who wishes to understand the
work that has been done,” said Ms. O’Neill. The Commission’s documents will be transferred to
the Legislative Service Commission for safekeeping.



http://www.ocmc.ohio.gov/

